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Sensitive  But  Unclassified 

1.1.  (SBU)  Turkey  has  no  plans  to  increase  the  release  of 
water  from  its  dams  along  the  Euphrates,  according  to  Mithat 
Rende,  MFA  DG  for  Energy,  Environment  and  Transboundary 
Water.  He  said  Turkey  plans  to  maintain  the  normal  average 
flow  for  this  time  of  year  of  about  750  cubic  meters/second. 

He  said  any  increase  experienced  in  Syria  was  a short  term 
change.  He  was  surprised  by  the  report  (ref  a)  that  the 
Euphrates  river  was  rising  in  Syria  because  two  Syrian 
diplomats  met  with  him  a day  earlier  (February  23)  to 
complain  that  Turkey  was  not  releasing  enough  water. 

12.  Rende  assured  that  Turkey  would  inform  Syria  if  it  plans 
to  significantly  increase  the  flow.  He  added  that  a repeat 
of  last  March's  release  of  2,500  cubic  meters/second 
following  a sudden  melting  of  Turkey's  snow  base  was  unlikely 
to  happen  this  year  (ref  b) . He  said  that  precipitation  in 
Turkey  was  25  % below  normal,  leading  to  fears  that  Turkey 
might  experience  a mild  drought  in  2005. 
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